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What kind of death was crucifixion, and what might we overlook about the facts of Jesus’ 
crucifixion? 
 
Not simply pain, but humiliation and shame 
 
 
On the human level, why did Jesus die? 

“He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.” 

The role of the Jewish leaders 
The role of the Romans 
 
 
What are some of the ways we can understand the meaning of Jesus’ death? 
 
“Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must [dei] undergo great suffering and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes and be killed and after three days rise 
again.” Mark 8:31 
 
 
Solidarity 
 
“At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, 
‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” Mark 15:34 
 
The Isenheim Altarpiece 
 
 
Substitution 
 
“For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God.” 1 Peter 3:18 
 
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed 
is everyone who hangs on a tree…’” Galatians 3:13 
 



“But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:5-6 
 
“All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for 
that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus 
Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who 
made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for 
the sins of the whole world…” BCP p. 334 
 
 
Christus Victor 
 
“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them by the cross.” Colossians 2:15 
 
“Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, 
so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.” Hebrews 2:14 
 

“Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle; 
of the mighty conflict sing; 
tell the triumph of the victim, 
to his cross thy tribute bring. 
Jesus Christ, the world's Redeemer 
from that cross now reigns as King.” The Hymnal 1982, 166 


