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What do we know about God as healer in the Old Testament? 
 
“…I am the LORD who heals you.” Exodus 15:26 
 
The prophetic ministries of Elijah and Elijah in first kings 
 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
    and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
    who heals all your diseases…” Psalm 103:3-4 
 
“Surely he has borne our infirmities 
    and carried our diseases…” Isaiah 53:4 
 
 
Why does Jesus heal? 

“He left that place and entered their synagogue; a man was there with a withered hand, and they 
asked him, “Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath?” so that they might accuse him. He said to them, 
“Suppose one of you has only one sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath; will you not lay hold 
of it and lift it out? How much more valuable is a human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath.” Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and 
it was restored, as sound as the other. But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how 
to destroy him.”  Matthew 12:9-14 

Jesus = Y’shua = The LORD saves/heals 

The writer Jack Deere, in his book Surprised by the Power of the Spirit, pp. 138 ff., helpfully 
summarizes the central reasons Jesus heals: 

• Compassion and mercy 
• To glorify Himself and His Father 
• In response to faith 
• In response to his own promise 
• To demonstrate the presence of the Kingdom 

 



The disciples are commissioned to heal 
 
“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest…. 
Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick 
who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’” Luke 10:1-9 
 
 
A movement that helped the whole church experience Jesus’ ongoing healing ministry 

Acknowledging stereotypes and genuine errors among healing ministers 

John Wimber and the Vineyard movement 
 
“Doin’ the stuff” 
 
“Everyone gets to play.” 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommended resources for further study: 
 
Craig Keener, Miracles Today 
Francis MacNutt, Healing 
John Wimber, Power Healing 
 


