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“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the good news of God and saying, ‘The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’”        
Mark 1:14-15 
 
What does Jesus mean when he talks about the Kingdom of God? 
 
The rule and reign of God 
Origen: Jesus is the autobasileia, the kingdom in person 
Already and not yet: D Day and VE Day 
The clash of kingdoms 
 

 
Diagram from Scot McKnight, https://scotmcknight.substack.com/p/that-time 

 
 
The Happy Life 
 
“When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

https://scotmcknight.substack.com/p/that-time


‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.”   Matthew 5:1-11 
 
 
Prayer   

“Pray, then, in this way: 
Our Father in heaven, 
    may your name be revered as holy. 
    May your kingdom come. 
    May your will be done 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
    Give us today our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our debts, 
        as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
    And do not bring us to the time of trial, 
        but rescue us from the evil one.”   Matthew 6:9-13 
 
 
The Least of These 
 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 
his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 
the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, for I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me. 
’Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you 
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And 
the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did it to me.’”   Matthew 25:31-46 
 
 
Beatitudes By Malcolm Guite
 

We bless you, who have spelt your blessings out, 
And set this lovely lantern on a hill 
Lightening darkness and dispelling doubt 
By lifting for a little while the veil. 
For longing is the veil of satisfaction 
And grief the veil of future happiness 
We glimpse beneath the veil of persecution 
The coming kingdom’s overflowing bliss 

 

Oh make us pure of heart and help us see 
Amongst the shadows and amidst the mourning 
The promised Comforter, alive and free, 
The kingdom coming and the Son returning, 
That even in this pre-dawn dark we might 
At once reveal and revel in your light. 
 


