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What was the Easter proclamation of the earliest Christians, and what was it not?

“For I handed on to you as of first importance what [ in turn had received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the scriptures and that he was buried and that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me.” 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (written c. 53-55 AD)

Possible misconstruals of the Easter message

Details of the gospel accounts which support their credibility

Absolute certainty, blind faith, or trusting credible witnesses?

What does the Old Testament say about what happens when we die?

e “For in death there is no remembrance of you; in Sheol who will give you praise?” (Ps. 6:5)
e My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and
my portion forever.” (Ps. 73:26)
e “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” (Dan. 12:2)

What do we mean by resurrection, anyway?

Resuscitation v. Resurrection: “We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die
again; death no longer has dominion over him.” (Rom. 6:9)

What we learn from the postresurrection appearance narratives



Make no mistake: if he rose at all

It was as His body;

If the cell’s dissolution did not reverse, the molecule reknit,
The amino acids rekindle,

The Church will fall.

—from John Updike, “Seven Stanzas at Easter” (1960)

What does it mean that the Father raised Jesus from the dead?

“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I,
was not ‘Yes and No,” but in him it has always been ‘Yes.” For in him every one of God’s promises
is a ‘Yes.” For this reason it is through him that we say the ‘Amen,’ to the glory of God.”

2 Corinthians 1:19-20

A vindication of Jesus’ life and death

The first fruits of God's new creation

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for us and for the world in which we now live?

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you are still in your sins. Then those also
who have diedin Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all
people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those
who have died. For since death came through a human, the resurrection of the dead has also come
through a human, for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in its own

order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.”
1 Corinthians 15:17-23

“...we know that the one who raised Jesus will also raise us with Jesus and will present us with you
in his presence. Indeed, everything is for your sake, so that grace, when it has extended to more
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. So we do not lose heart. Even
though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For our
slight, momentary affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all

measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen
is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:14-18

“Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too, shall be raised.”
(Book of Common Prayer, p. 507)

“The moral arc of the universe is long, but it bends towards justice.” (Martin Luther King, Jr.)



