
St. George’s Episcopal Church  4715 Harding Pike, Nashville, TN 37205  stgeorgesnashville.org/essentials 

 

 

The Essentials: 1 and 2 Peter 

Session 10 

2 Peter 3 
 

Opening Collect 

Together: Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant 
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Watch Video 

Read: 2 Peter 3 

Discussion: 

1. Peter’s primary message in this chapter is clear: to remind us about the end of all things. 

How do you feel about this topic? 

2. In v. 4 Peter describes people who believe there is no final or ultimate conclusion to the 

world. Do you believe this sentiment is still common? Why might it be problematic?  

3. Read vv. 8-9 carefully. How does this passage reframe how we wait for Christ’s second 

coming? What is valuable in this time of waiting? 

4. According to Peter, there is a genuine discontinuity between this present world and what is 

to come (vv. 7, 10, and 13). How would you describe a world where everything sinful or 

wicked is gone? 

5. Read vv. 14 and 15. How does the truth of the end change the way you might live now? 

6. Share some of your final insights from reading 1 and 2 Peter. What do you take away? 

 

Check in and Closing Prayer 
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2 Peter 3  

This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you; in them I am trying to arouse your 
sincere intention by reminding you 2 that you should remember the words spoken in the past by 
the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken through your 
apostles. 3 First of all you must understand this, that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and 
indulging their own lusts 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since our 
ancestors died, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation!” 5 They deliberately 
ignore this fact, that by the word of God heavens existed long ago and an earth was formed out of 
water and by means of water, 6 through which the world of that time was deluged with water and 
perished. 7 But by the same word the present heavens and earth have been reserved for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the godless. 

8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. 10 But 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be destroyed with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed.  

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and destroyed and the elements will melt with 
fire? 13 But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness is at home. 

14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish, 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved 
brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 speaking of this as he does in all 
his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable 
twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, since you 
are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away with the error of the lawless and lose your 
own stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him 
be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.  

 

 
 
 


